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PROSE 

Grade VI I  

Lesson 10.  The st ory of  Cricket  

 

 

 

 

Hist ory of  Cricket  

Cr icket  is one of  t he f or ms of  t he many games played wit h a ball and bat  in England f r om 

past  500 year s. I t  evolved as a dist inct  game ar ound 17 t h cent ur y. I nit ially, dur ing t he mid of  

t he 18 t h cent ur y, t he bat  used t o be like t he hockey st ick cur ving out war ds. The t est  mat ches 

played in cr icket  ar e t he only f or mat  of  any game t hat  is played f or  f ive days and can st ill end in 

a dr aw. Anot her  int er est ing aspect  of  cr icket  is t hat  t he lengt h of  t he pit ch is 22 yar ds, but  

t he size of  t he gr ound r emains unspecif ied. Ther e ar e oval as well cir cular  gr ounds. 

Rules of  Cricket  

         Rules about  cr icket  wer e f ir st  wr it t en ar ound 1744. I t  gave t he umpir es t he power  t o 

r esolve any disput e. I t  specif ied t he st umps t o be 22 inches high and t he bails acr oss t hem t o 

be six inches. The ball weight  about  f ive or  six ounces and t he dist ance bet ween t he t wo set  of  

st umps was 22 yar ds. The f ir st  cr icket  club came int o exist ence in Hambledon in 1760s. The 

f ir st  leg-bef or e law was published in 1744 and it  was ar ound t he same t ime t hat  t he t hir d st ump 

became popular . By 1780 t he mat ches wer e played f or  ar ound t hr ee days and t he f ir st  six-seam 

ball was also cr eat ed in t he same t ime. 

Cricket  Equipment  

           The most  impor t ant  equipment  associat ed wit h cr icket  cont inues t o be handmade st ill 

t oday. They ar e made up of  nat ur al and pr e-indust r ial mat er ials. The bat s ar e handmade of  

cor k, leat her  and t wine. Only t he pr ot ect ive equipment  like t he pads, gloves and helmet s 

synt het ic mat er ials like vulcanised r ubber  et c ar e used. Cr icket  was f ir st  played in I ndia in 

Bombay by t he Zor oast r ian or  Par si communit y. The Or ient al Cr icket  Club f ound in Bombay in 

1848 was t he f ir st  I ndian cr icket  club. The Par sis had t o open built  t heir  own Gymkhana 

f ollowing a quar r el wit h t he whit es f or  t he Bombay Gymkhana. I n 1889 The Bombay Gymkhana 

t eam was def eat ed by t he Par si t eam.  

 

 

Soul of  t he Chapt er 
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Modern Cricket  and Use of  Technology 

          Moder n cr icket  is dominat ed by Test  and one-day int er nat ionals f or mat . Some of  t he 

gr eat  player s whom we all f ondly r emember  ar e t he ones who have played in t he Test  cr icket . 

CK Nayudu is one such gr eat  player . He was also t he f ir st  Test  capt ain of  I ndia. I ndia became a 

Test  playing nat ion in 1932, many year s bef or e it  got  it s independence. Test  cr icket  init ially was 

played among var ious par t s of  t he Br it ish Empir e and not  bet ween Sover eign st at es,  The f ir st  

Test  was played bet ween England and Aust r alia. 

           Television cover age has br ought  cr icket  t o ever y household. Wit h t he sat ellit e 

t elevision, it  is now possible t o cat ch live updat es of  mat ch played anywher e acr oss t he wor ld. 

I ndia has t he lar gest  viewer -ship of  t he game and is t he lar gest  mar ket  f or  cr icket . One 

hundr ed and f if t y year s ago our  Par si ancest or s had t o st r uggle t o play t he game, but  t oday, 

I ndian cr icket  player s ar e t he best -paid and t he most  f amous in t he wor ld. 

 

 

 

1.  Cricket  is originally a/ an  

(i) I ndian game    (ii) Br it ish game.    (iii) I nt er nat ional game. 

 (ii) a Br it ish game. 

2.  “There is a hist orical reason behind bot h t hese oddit ies. ” I n t he preceding t wo 

paragraphs,  f ind t wo words/ phrases t hat  mean the same as ‘oddit ies. ’ 

 (i) Peculiar it ies   (ii) Cur ious char act er ist ic 

3.  How is a cricket  bat  dif f erent  f rom a hockey st ick? 

A cr icket  bat  is t hick and f lat  while a hockey st ick is bent  at  t he bot t om. 

 

 

1.  Writ e True or False against  each of  t he f ollowing sent ences.  

(i) I ndia j oined t he wor ld of  Teat  cr icket  bef or e independence. 

(ii) The coloniser s did not hing t o encour age t he Par sis in playing cr icket . 

(iii) Palwankar Baloo was I ndia’s f ir st  Test  capt ain. 

(iv) Aust r alia played it s f ir st  Test  against  England as sover eign nat ion. 

 (i) Tr ue      (ii) Tr ue       (iii) False    (iv) False 

Check 1 

NCERT Folder  

Check 2 
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1.  A ‘prof essional’ cricket  player is one who makes a living by playing cricket .  Find the 

opposit e of  ‘prof essional’ in the last  paragraph.  

Amat eur  

2.  I n “t he t riumph of  the one- day games”,  ‘t r iumph’ means t he one- day game’s  

(i) Super ior it y t o Test  cr icket  

(ii) I nf er ior it y t o Test  cr icket   

(iii) Achievement  or  success over  Test  cr icket . 

(iv) Popular it y among viewer s. 

(iv) Popular it y among viewer s 

3.  “_______ The men f or whom t he world is a st age. ” 

(i) I t  r ef er s t o t he f amous cr icket  f ields in t he wor ld. 

(ii) I t  means t hat  t her e ar e many cr icket  playing count r ies in t he wor ld. 

(iii) I t  implies t hat  cr icket er s ar e like act or s and ever y cr icket s gr ound is like a st age 

on which t he dr ama of  cr icket  is enact ed t he wor ld over . 

Mark t he right  answer.  

 (iii) I t  implies t hat  cr icket er s ar e like act or s and ever y cr icket s gr ound is like a 

st age on which t he dr ama of  cr icket  is enact ed t he wor ld over . 

 

 

 

1.  Name some st ick- and- ball games t hat  you have wit nessed or heard of .  

Hockey, Polo, Squash, Golf . 

2.  The Parsis were t he f irst  I ndian communit y to t akes t o cricket .  Why? 

Par sis wer e in t he close cont act  wit h t he Br it ish because of  t heir  int er est  in 

t r ade. They wer e t he f ir st  I ndian communit y t o west er nise and went  up t aking up t he 

game of  cr icket . 

 

 

Check 3 

Working wit h the t ext  
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3.  The rivalry bet ween the Parsis and the Bombay Gymkhana had a happy ending f or 

 t he f ormer.  What  does ‘a happy ending’ ref er t o? 

 ‘Happy ending’ r ef er s t o t he def eat  of  t he Bombay Gymkhana by t he Par sis club 

in a cr icket  mat ch held in 1889. 

4.  Do you t hink cricket  owes it s present  popularit y t o television? Just if y your answer.  

 Yes, cr icket  owes it s popular it y t o t elevision. I t  has expanded t he audience of  

t he game by t aking cr icket  t o villages and small t own. Childr en f r om t hese places now had 

t he chance t o lear n t he game seeing t he int er nat ional games and imit at ing t heir  

f avour it e cr icket er s. 

5.  Why has cricket  a large viewership in I ndia,  not  in China or Russia? 

 Cr icket  is not  played in communist  count r ies like China and Russia so it  has less 

viewer ship t her e. I ndia is one of  t he oldest  cr icket  playing nat ion which f ur t her  adds t o 

it s lar ge viewer ship in t he count r y. 

6.  What  do you underst and by the game’s (cricket ) ‘equipment ’? 

 The accessor ies like bat , ball, st umps and bells ar e t he equipment  used in playing 

t he game. Pads, helmet s and gloves ar e pr ot ect ive equipment  used while playing cr icket . 

7.  How is Test  cricket  a unique game in many ways? 

 Test  cr icket  is unique because it  can go on f or  f ive days and st ill can end wit h a 

dr aw. No ot her  game r equir es even half  of  t his t ime t o f inish. A f oot ball mat ch is played 

f or  90 minut es. 

Even nine innings of  a baseball mat ch get s over  less t han what  it  t akes t o f inish a 

one-day mat ch. 

8.  How is cricket  dif f erent  f rom other team games? 

 Cr icket  is dif f er ent  f r om ot her  t eam games because in cr icket , t he lengt h of  t he 

pit ch is ment ioned as 22 yar ds however , t he shape of  t he gr ound could be oval or  

cir cular . Ther e is no specif ic measur ement  f or  t he size of  t he gr ound as well.  

I t  is t he only game played f or  f ive days and can end wit hout  a specif ic r esult . Unlike 

cr icket , many ot her  popular  games like hockey or  f oot ball f ollows cer t ain specif icat ion 

f or  gr ounds. 

 

 

 



 

 

 5                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

9.  How have advances in t echnology af f ected the game of  cricket? 

 Advancement  in t echnology has been used in manuf act ur ing pr ot ect ive equipment  

in cr icket . The newly invent ed vulcanised r ubber  was used in pads and gloves. The 

helmet s ar e made up of  met al and light weight  synt het ic mat er ials. 

10.  Explain how cricket  changed wit h changing t ime and yet  remained unchanged in 

some ways.  

 Do it  your self . 

 

 

 

1.  Word search 

 Twelve words associat ed with cricket  are hidden in this grid.  

 Six can be f ound horizontally and remaining six vert ically. ” 

 Two words have been f ound f or you.  

Clues t o the hidden words are given below.  

 Horizont al six deliveries,  f our runs,  at t acked while out  of  arena,  no result ,  

st umps,  f ielder t o the of f - side of  the wicket keeper.  

Vert ical st umps f lying,  back t o t he pavilion,  a lof t y one,  mid- air mishap,  not  even 

one out  of  six,  goes wit h bat  

A  O  V E R D C Q A M 

Z  B  S M F C X E O A 

B  O  U N D A R Y N I  

A  W  O S T U M P E D 

L  L  U I  P G L J R E 

L  E  T X L H K A Z N 

X  D  R A W T Y P F D 

W  I   C K E T S L I  P 

 

   Horizont al Over , Wicket , Boundar y, Slip, St umped, Dr aw Vert ical Six, Ball, Out , 

  Maiden,  Bowled, Caught  

Working wit h Language 
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2.  Add –ly t o t he it alicised word in each sent ence.  Rewrit e the sent ence using t he new 

word.  See the examples f irst .  

 He runs bet ween wicket s as if  his legs were St if f .                                             

He runs bet ween wicket s st if f ly 

 Why did t he bat sman swing t he hat  in such a violent  manner? 

 Why did t he bat sman swing t he bat  so violent ly? 

(i) I t  is obvious t hat  the work has not  been done in a proper  way.  

(ii) He made the statement  in a f irm manner.  

(iii) The j ob can be completed within a week in an easy way.  

(iv) You did not  play in a serious manner or else you would have won the 

match.  

(v) She recit ed t he poem in a cheerf ul manner.  

(i) pr oper ly    (ii) f ir mly     (iii) easily   (iv) ser iously  (v) cheer f ully 

 

3.  Use t he f ollowing phrases appropriat ely in place of  t he italicised word in t he 

sent ences given below.  

  as a mat t er of  f act  we had bet t er see t o it  by accident  

as well 

(i) Actually,  I  didn’t  intend t o come t o your place.  I  reached here wit hout  

planning.  

(ii) Sunil,  t here’s a let t er f or you in t oday’s post .  There’s one f or me also.  

(iii) Everybody t hought  I  had composed the poem.  The t rut h is my younger sist er 

did it .  

(iv) The doct or t old the pat ient  t o make sure t hat  he t ook his pills on t ime.  

(v) I t  will be bet t er  f or us t o plan our t rip bef ore set t ing out .  

 (i) by accident      (ii) as well     (iii) as a mat t er  of  f act     

(iv) see t o it     (v) we had bet t er . 
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1.  Complet e each of  the f ollowing words using gh,  f f  or f .  

Then say each word clearly af t er your teacher.  

(i) E___. ort       (ii) ___act      (iii) con___ess     (iv) lau___ing    

(vi)  (v) enou___hal__    (vii) scru___     (viii)  rou___     (ix)st i___ly    

(x)      di__erence    (xi)  sa__et y       (xii) ___lush 

 

(i) ef f or t  

(ii) f act  

(iii) conf ess  

(iv) laughing 

(v) enough 

(vi) half  

(vii) scr uf f  

(viii) r ough 

(ix) st if f ly 

(x) dif f er ence 

(xi) saf et y 

(xii) f lush 

2.  Writ e t wo paragraphs describing a bus ride t o wat ch a cricket  match in a village.  

Use t he f ollowing point s.  Add some of  your own.  

 Two hour j ourney by bus 

 An old and crowded bus 

 Friendly passengers 

 Visit  t o a village f air where the mat ch is t o be played 

 The match bet ween t wo village t eams  

 Make shif t  st umps,  rough pit ch and a rubber ball.  

 The match was enj oyable,  but  the t rip was t ir ing.  

 A cr icket  mat ch was or ganised in Muzaf f ar  nagar  last  week. I  went  t o wat ch 

t he mat ch along wit h my f r iend. I  live in Modinagar  and Muzaf f ar nagar  is t wo 

Speaking and writ ing 
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hour s bus j our ney f r om my place. We caught  a bus of  Ut t ar  Pr adesh 

t r anspor t at ion f r om t he bus depot  near  my place. I t  was an old and cr owed bus. 

We didn’t  get  any seat  and had t o keep st anding all t hr ough t he j our ney. The 

passenger s wer e most ly f ar mer s f r om t he near by villages. 

They wer e ver y simple and f r iendly. We wer e chat t ing wit h each ot her  and 

cr acking j okes. I t  was a long j our ney and t he r oads wer e ver y bad. 

When we f inally r eached Muzaf f ar  nagar . I  f elt  r elaxed. Ther e was a lar ge f air  

being or ganised at  t he place wher e t he mat ch was t o be played. Ther e was st ill 

t ime lef t  f or  t he mat ch t o begin so we decided t o enj oy t he f ar e. Ther e wer e 

many st alls of  f ood it ems and games at  t he f ar e and we had gr eat  f un. 

The mat ch st ar t ed on it s t ime. I t  was bet ween t wo village t eams. We wer e 

cheer ing f or  our  t eam. Ther e was a t ough compet it ion bet ween bot h t he t eams 

and f inally our  village won t he game. 

The mat ch was ver y excit ing and enj oyable, but  t he long j our ney had made us 

t ir ed. I t  was a ver y good day t hat  lef t  behind many sweet  memor ies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Name one cricket  ground that  is oval in shape.  

 Adelaide Oval cr icket  gr ound is oval in shape. 

2.  Ment ion t he year when t he cricket  rules were writ t en f or t he f irst  t ime.  

 Cr icket  r ules wer e wr it t en f or  t he f ir st  t ime in 1744. 

3.  St at e t wo changes that  were seen in the game of  cricket  around 1780.  

 By 1780, a Test  mat ch was played f or  aver age t hr ee days. I t  was also t he per iod 

when t he f ir st  six-seam cr icket  ball was cr eat ed. 

4.  The game of  cricket  t races it s origin f rom where? 

 The game of  cr icket  t r aces it s or igin f r om r ur al England. 

 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Chapt er Pract ice 
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5.  Where and by which communit y cricket  was init ially played in I ndia? 

 Cr icket  was init ially played in Bombay by t he Par si communit y. 

 

 

 

1.  What  are the changes the cricket  bat  has undergone wit h t ime? 

 I nit ially t he cr icket  bat  was similar  t o t he shape of  hockey bat  because t he ball 

was bowled under ar m. The bowler s t hen began t o pit ch t he ball t hr ough t he air  r at her  

t han r olling it  on gr ound. The cur ved bat s wer e t hen r eplaced by t he st r aight  ones. 

I nit ially t he bat  was made by a single piece of  wood. These days it  consist s of  t wo 

pieces. The blade is made of  willow wood while t he handle is of  cane. 

2.  CK Nayudu name is recorded in the hist ory of  cricket .  What  are t he reasons t hat  

make him a legend? 

 CK Nayudu is r ever ed because he was an out st anding bat sman. He was one of  t he 

f ew init ial I ndian cr icket er s who got  t o play t he t est  mat ch cr icket . Nayudu cr eat ed 

hist or y by becoming t he f ir st  capt ain of  t he I ndian Test  t eam. 

 

 

 

 

1.  During t he 1760 and 1770s,  it  became common t o pitch t he ball t hrough the air.  

What  changes it  brought  in t o t he game of  cricket ? 

 Following t he above ment ioned t r end, one immediat e change was t he r eplacement  

of  t he cur ved bat s by t he st r aight  ones. The bowler s got  t he opt ions of  lengt h, 

decept ion t hr ough air  and incr eased pace because of  t his. I t  opened new possibilit ies f or  

spin and swing bowling. I n r esponse t o t r icks applied by t he bowler s, t he bat smen had t o 

impr ove t heir  t imings and shot  select ion. 

 

 

 

 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 
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2.  Explain elaborat ely I ndia’s dominance in t he world cricket  t oday.  

 I ndia has t he lar gest  viewer ship f or  t he game of  cr icket  among all t he t est  

playing nat ions. I t  is also t he lar gest  mar ket  in t he cr icket ing wor ld. I t  has made t he 

cent r e of  gr avit y t o shif t  t owar ds Sout h Asia f r om t he count r y it  or iginat ed. 

The I CC headquar t er s t oo wer e shif t ed f r om London t o Dubai wher e it  is t ax-f r ee. The 

I ndia cr icket  player s ar e t he best  paid in t he int er nat ional cr icket . They ar e f amous and 

have got  millions of  suppor t er s. 

 

 

 

 

                  

Direct ion (Q. Nos. 1-6) Read t he ext r act  given below and answer  t he f ollowing quest ions. 

             Cr icket  does not . Gr ound can be oval like t he Adelaide Oval or  near by cir cular  like 

Chepauk in Chennai. A six at  t he Melbour ne Cr icket  gr ound need t o clear  much mor e gr ound t han 

it  does at  Fer oze Shah Kot la in Delhi. 

1.  What  does t he sent ence ‘Cricket  does not ’ ref ers t o? 

 I t  r ef er s t hat  t her e is no specif icat ion in cr icket  f or  t he size and t he shape of  

t he gr ound. 

2.  Explain t he phrase ‘nearby circular’.  

 I t  means t hat  t he Chepauk st adium in Chennai is not  complet ely, but  almost  like 

t he shape of  a cir cle. 

3.  What  are t wo shapes t hat  a cricket  ground can be of ? 

 A cr icket  gr ound can be almost  oval or  cir cular . 

4.  A six at  t he Melbourne Cricket  ground need t o clear much more ground t han it  does 

at  Feroz Shak Kot la in Delhi.  

(a) Feroz Shah Kot la and Melbourne cricket  ground are of  same size.  

(b) Melbourne cricket  ground is larger than Feroz Shah Kot la 

(c) Feroz Shah Kot la is large t han Melbourne cricket  ground.  

(d) None of  t he above 

 (b) Melbour ne cr icket  gr ound is lar ger  t han Fer oz Shah Kot la. 

Ext ract  1 

Ext ract  based quest ions 
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5.  ‘A six’ in t he above lines mean 

(a) A ball t ouching t he boundary  

(b) Ball crossing t he boundary without  t ouching it  

(c) Four runs 

(d) A boundary 

 (b) Ball cr ossing t he boundar y wit hout  t ouching it  

6.  What  is Chepauk? 

(a) Cricket  st adium 

(b) Cricket  ground 

(c) An almost  circular st adium 

(d) All of  t he above 

 (d) All of  t he above 

 

 

   Direct ions (Q. Nos. 1-6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer  t he f ollowing quest ions.    

I f  you look at  t he game’s equipment , you can see how cr icket  bot h changed wit h changing t imes 

and yet  f undament ally r emained t r ue t o it s or igin in r ur al England. Cr icket ’s most  impor t ant  

t ools ar e all made up of  nat ur al, pr e-indust r ial mat er ials. 

1.  Ment ion one prot ect ive equipment  used in the game of  cricket .  

 Helmet  

2.  Writ e one important  t ool used in the game of  cricket .   

 Bat  

3.  Name t he mat erials t hrough which the cricket ’s important  t ools made up of .  

 Cr icket ’s most  impor t ant  t ools ar e made up of  nat ur al and pr e-indust r ial 

mat er ials. 

4.  What  has it s origin in rural England? 

(a) Equipment  used in t he game of  cricket  

(b) Most  important  t ool used in game of  cricket   

(c) Game of  cricket  

(d) None of  t he above 

 (c) Game of  cr icket . 

Ext ract  2 
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5.  Pre- indust rials ref er t o 

(a) Synt het ic mat erials 

(b) Nat ural product s 

(c) Materials that  have been in use bef ore the indust rial evolut ion  

(d) Vulcanised rubber 

 (c) Mat er ials t hat  have been in use bef or e t he indust r ial evolut ion  

6.  Find one word f rom the above lines that  means ‘f rom beginning’ 

(a) Remained    (b) Pr e-indust r ial   (c) Or igin     (d) Rur al 

 (c) Or igin 

 

 

 

 

 


